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Biography

Electoral history

Member for Altrincham and Sale West 1997-2010, for Altrincham and Sale West (revised boundary)|

since 6 May 2010 general election

Parliamentary career

PPS to Michael Ancram as Conservative Party Chairman 1999-2000; Opposition Whip 2000;
Opposition Spokesperson for: Employment 2000-01, Schools 2001-03; PPS to Michael Howard as
Leader of the Opposition 2003-04; Shadow Minister for Europe 2004-07

Party groups

Chair, Durham University Conservative Association 1987-88; National Union Executive Committee
1988; Chair, Northern Area Conservative Collegiate Forum 1987-89; Vice-chair, East Berkshire

Conservative Association 1993-95; 1922 Committee: Member Executive 1998-2000, 2007-10, Chair
2010-

Select committees

Member: Education and Employment 1997-2001, Education and Employment (Employment Sub-
Committee) 1997-2001, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 2004-05, Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister (Urban Affairs Sub-Committee) 2004-05, Treasury 2007-10, Reform of the House of
Commons 2009-10, Chairmen's Panel 2009-
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Councils, public bodies

Independent governor and member, audit committee, Manchester Metropolitan University 2008-;

Governor, Westminster Foundation for Democracy 2009-

Political interests

Education, health, Europe

Countries of interest

Commonwealth, Far East, British Overseas Territories
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